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 Bill Would Revamp Bilingual Ed to Teach Children English 

The H.R. 1 conference proposal woul
accountability, flexibility, and parental
• Consolidate the Bilingual and Imm

and simplify the federal K-12 edu
• Apply “Dollars to the Classroom”

go to the local level to teach limite
administration. 

“When students are denied the opportuni
classrooms taught exclusively in their no
less, then they are receiving unfair treatm
school because without it, they will be at 
Soifer, Lexington Institute, Testimony 

The House-Senate conference on education reform will meet Friday to 
consider a proposal that would dramatically reform federal bilingual 
education programs.  The reforms would consolidate the Bilingual and 
Immigrant Education Programs, streamlining the current bureaucracy into a 
single program with a new focus: helping the more than three million limited 
English proficient (LEP) students in America learn English. 

 

Parents are often not aware of options available for their LEP children to 
obtain English skills.  LEP students are also hampered by a backwards 
provision in current law requiring that a minimum of 75 percent of federal 
bilingual education funds be used for programs that use a child’s native 
language in instruction.  As a result, many children spend needless years of 
instruction in their native language and never achieve English fluency. 

 

The proposal conferees will consider Friday would bring dramatic changes 
to bilingual education.  The proposal would: 
• Eliminate the current requirement that 75 percent of funding be used to 

support programs using a child’s native language in instruction. 
• Require that parents be notified that their limited English proficient 

child is in need of English language instruction.   
• Require LEP children be tested for reading and language arts in English 

after they have attended school in the U.S. for three consecutive years. 
• Require that all teachers in a language instruction class for LEP students 

be fluent in English, including written and oral communication skills. 
• Require states to monitor the student progress in attaining English 

proficiency and be held accountable for failure to meet such objectives. 
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student in America’s schools 
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Parents of limited English 
proficient children should have 
new options and greater say in 
their children’s education. 

States and schools must be held 
accountable for improving 
student achievement, including 
teaching LEP students in 
English. 

Federal bilingual education 
programs must be dramatically 
refocused on the goal of helping
LEP children learn English 
early in their education. 
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